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Reinvest In Minnesota

e Overview of Reinvest in Minnesota
(RIM) Conservation Easements

e Current BWSR led Programs
* Restoration Programs

e Protection Programs
e Partner Programs funded by LSOHC

e RIM Easement Process




Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Resources Law

Minnesota Statute: 103F.505 to 103F.531

Purpose of RIM is to restore certain marginal ag land and protect
environmentally sensitive areas to:

1. enhance soil and water quality

2. minimize damage to flood-prone areas

3. sequester carbon

4. support native plant, fish, and wildlife habitats

5. establish perennial vegetation

Environmentally sensitive areas include wellhead protection areas, grasslands, peatlands,
shorelands, karst geology, and forest lands in priority areas



RIM Easement Basics
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e RIM is voluntary

e Easement programs vary by funding language
that determines resource, landscape, priority
areas & ranking

e Landowner completes application with local
SWCD

e BWSR confirms eligibility and researches
property title/history

e Landowner is paid for granting easement

e Most easements are perpetual 4



RIM Easement Basics

e Easement goes with the land; as ownership changes, the
easement terms apply to future owners

e Property remains privately owned and landowner retains
title to property and obligations of ownership

 RIM easements do not require that land be accessible to
the public

e SWCDs monitor to ensure easement terms upheld




Uses not allowed on state funded easements (examples)

Activities that alter vegetative cover, hydrology, or wildlife habitat

 Permanent cabin, home, storage e Wells, septic systems

facility or any other structure
e Dumping of solid wastes

* Row crops
e Cell towers

e Roads or driveways
* Wind and solar facilities

* Haying, grazing or timber harvest
without an approved plan
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e 7,900 active recorded easements

e 350,000 acres protected statewide

Easement
Programs

e ACUB
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RIM Funding Sources

e OQutdoor Heritage Fund
e Clean Water Fund
e Environmental and Natural
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* Bonding LAND &
e General Fund LEGACY
AMENDMENT

e Federal Partnerships



RIM Restoration
Programs

Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP)
RIM Wetlands

RIM Wetlands — Peatland
Emphasis

RIM Riparian and Floodplain
Restoration
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Restoration - RIM Wetlands

e Restorable wetlands and
upland complexes

e Statewide

e Land NOT eligible for CREP
(doesn’t meet CRP eligibility,
outside of 66 county area, mid-
CRP contract)
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Restoration — Riparian and Floodplain

e Protect, restore, and enhance e Can be traditional RIM, Working
habitat.and water quality adjacent Lands, Limited-Term (30 years)
to public waters or Working Lands AND Limited-

e Statewide Term (CWF only)

e Land NOT eligible for CREP (doesn’t
meet CRP eligibility, outside of 66
county area, mid-CRP contract)




RIM Protection
Programs

e Wild Rice Shoreland
e Grasslands

e Grazing Lands

e Critical Shorelands
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Wild Rice Lakes

Protection —

Wild Rice Shoreland

e Protect shoreland habitat of wild
rice lakes to protect native wild
rice beds

* 14 counties
e 97 easements; 6,700 acres

14



Protection - Grasslands

e Protect, restore and enhance grassland
habitat of moderate quality

 Eligibility based on MN Prairie Plan (DNR)

e 50 easements; 3,200 acres

T
N e y




Red

R Protection - Grazing Lands
|

(learwater

 Protect and promote perennial vegetation
land cover through “working lands”
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Restoration and/or Protection Easements

 Integrating Habitat and Clean
Water (1W1P/RIM)

e Drinking Water

e Watershed and Forest
Restoration
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Partner led Protection Programs

e Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) — Morrison SWCD
e Mississippi Headwaters — Mississippi Headwaters Board
* Pine & Leech Watersheds — Crow Wing SWCD

e Kettle & Snake Watersheds — Pine SWCD

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources | bwsr.state.mn.us 19



Protection - Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB)

fi e Federal/state partnership to protect
military mission and natural resources
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Eligible Area

= Major Rivers

Aitkin

Protection —

Mississippi Headwaters

e Protect wildlife habitat in the Mississippi
headwaters — Mississippi and its
tributaries

e Partnership with Mississippi Headwaters
Board — Mississippi River counties from
Lake Itasca through Morrison County

e 66 easements; 5,700 acres
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Crow Wing

Aitkin

Protection - Pine and Leech

Watersheds

Protect undeveloped shorelines (forest,
wetland and shoreland habitat focus)

Pine and Leech Watersheds — Cass,
Crow Wing and Hubbard

Partnership with Crow Wing SWCD

26 easements; 1,300 acres
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Protection - Kettle and

Snake Watersheds

e Protect high-quality forest, wetland,
and shoreline habitat in the Kettle
and Snake River watersheds

e Partnership with Pine SWCD

e Parts of 5 counties: Aitkin, Carlton,
Pine, Kanabec and Mille Lacs

e 18 easements; 1,100 acres
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Protection and Restoration — Stream Corridors

* Red River Basin Riparian Habitat
Program — Red River Watershed
Management Board in partnership
with WRWD, BASWD and MSTRWD

* Lower Wild Rice River (WRWD), Doran

Creek (BdSWD), Swift Coulee
Wild Rice River (MSTRW D)

e Buffalo-Red River Watershed District
Stream Habitat Program— BRRWD
e Buffalo River, Upper Buffalo River,

Stony Creek, Whisky Creek and
— Major Rivers Whiskey’s Creek southern tributary

Target Area

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources | bwsr.state.mn.us 24



Process Milestones: a:pifv:gof RIM Easement
, Acquisition
greement

Signed & Title

Prepared
Application
mn [T Framework

Title Reviewed,
Cleared &
Approved by
AGO

2-4 months

Easement
Signed &
Recorded; Title
Policy Prepared

3-4+ months

Easement

-4 months A d
Payment 3-4 month pprove
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